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[ Abstract] Objective To interpret the major characteristics of literatures cited by 2015 ATA man-
agement guidelines for adult patients with thyroid nodules and DTC (2015 version). Methods The titles,
datelines of the references, the medical specialties and regional distribution of the journals, and the defini-
tion of the scientific evidence rating for relevant references were extracted and analyzed. The data were
roughly compared with those of 2009 revised ATA management guidelines for patients with thyroid nodules
and DTC (2009 version). Results
by 2015 version, with 63 years spacing from 1952 to 2015. Extensive medical specialties were involved. The

A total of 1 078 literatures, from 172 journals and 8 books, were cited

journals were world-wide distributed but the regional bias was obvious. Compared to the 2009 version, 2015
version adopted more recent literatures, and used more evidence rating for the recommendations. However,
references with high-quality evidence were both less than 50% in the two versions. Conclusion Huge a-
mount of references with multi-specialties have been cited in 2015 version, however the regional distribution
bias is distinctive and references with high-quality evidence are still insufficient.
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Thyroid neoplasms; Guidelines; References
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